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NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES: POSITIVE CONSEQUENCES:

This document is divided into two columns.  The first column is information against the voucher 
program, the second column is information for the voucher program.  I made the list to help myself 
decide how to vote and now submit it in case it might help someone else.  I have put my 
conclusions at the bottom of the list.

Vouchers will cost at least $429 million over the 
next 13 years — funds that could be used in 
public schools to reduce class size, provide 

textbooks and supplies, and enhance teacher 
quality for the 96% of children who attend Utah 

public schools. 

Yes, the legislative fiscal analyst estimates that 
the voucher program could pay out $429 million 
over 13 years if all qualified voucher students 
use the program. But it would mean we would 

not have to spend $1.8 billion for those students 
in the public school system, a direct net savings 

of $1.37 billion. That is money that can go to 
improve salaries, reduce class sizes and 

improve public education.

Unaccountable private, voucher schools do not 
have to hire teachers with college degrees or a 
license to teach. This puts our children at risk of 

being exposed to individuals who are not 
qualified to teach. Additionally, these 

unaccountable schools could hire teachers who 
even have criminal records. 

Most private and charter schools are created 
because there was a need that was not being 

filled by the public schools.  Private schools are 
accountable to the parents who pay tuition for 
their children's education.  They exist because 

there was a demand in the community for a 
school with different standards, community 
relationship, and teachers than the public 

schools.  So It is true that they are not held to 
the same government standards as public 

schools, but this is a good thing because that's 
one reason why we send our children there.  

And technically it is true that the private schools 
could hire teachers with criminal backgrounds, 

but this information is offered to the tuition-
paying parents so I can't think of a private 

school that would hire such a person.

Parents and students don't choose private 
schools, private schools choose their students.  

Parents could find their children rejected by 
voucher schools because the children were not 
learning at grade level, didn't speak English, or 

had special needs. 

Yes, private schools have enrollment 
qualifications that are sometimes more 

exclusive than public schools.  Often times this 
exact fact is what enables a private school to fill 

a niche that the public schools were not 
equipped to fill.

Only half of Utah counties even have private 
schools. For children and parents in rural areas, 

vouchers are meaningless. 

Under the program provisions, the dollar 
amount per student will, in the best case 

scenario, go up and, in the worst case scenario, 
stay the same.  Students that have no private 

school choices would not be negatively 
affected. Also, let's not forget to mention that If 
we pass a law that enables more children to go 
to private schools then the demand for private 
schools will go up, which will likely mean the 
addition of more private schools- Including in 
areas where they have not previously been.
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What the voucher law does NOT do: It's a good thing the voucher law does not:

Vouchers create an entitlement program that 
will drain state funds that could be used for 

issues related to growth, such as health care, 
transportation, higher education, and helping 

meet the needs of senior citizens. 

Let's not fool ourselves into thinking that the 
money that would go to vouchers may instead 
go to other programs.  If the voucher law is not 
passed, funds will stay right where they are.  

And under the voucher program, as previously 
mentioned, more money per student will be 

available to improve education in public 
schools.

The not-so-great things the voucher law 
does:

The not-so-bad things that the voucher law 
does:

Utah's voucher law establishes an entitlement 
program for parents to secure taxpayer funded 

vouchers to send their children to private 
school. 

Utah's voucher law establishes a parental 
choice program so that the state will be able to 
aid parents who feel that a private school is the 

right choice for their children.
Voucher amounts would be based on income, 
with low income families receiving up to $3,000 
annually for a voucher. Vouchers scale down to 

$500 annually. 

Voucher amounts would be based on income, 
with low income families receiving up to $3,000 
annually for a voucher. Vouchers scale down to 

$500 annually. 

Even families with incomes in excess of 
$101,000 could qualify for a $500 voucher. 

Families with wide range of incomes will still be 
eligible for vouchers, even though they may not 
get the maximum amount.  This will help to slow 
the crowding in public schools by encouraging 

higher private school attendance.
Eligible children are those currently in public 

school (initially), pre-kindergarten children who 
would be entering kindergarten this year, and 
children who moved to Utah with their parents 

after January 1, 2007. 

Eligible children are those currently in public 
school (initially), pre-kindergarten children who 
would be entering kindergarten this year, and 
children who moved to Utah with their parents 

after January 1, 2007. 
Private schools eligible to receive the vouchers 
would need to have an enrollment of more than 
40 students, be based in a physical location in 

Utah, provide a statement of financial solvency, 
and meet only basic health and safety 

requirements. 

Private schools eligible to receive the vouchers 
would need to have an enrollment of more than 
40 students, be based in a physical location in 

Utah, provide a statement of financial solvency, 
and meet basic health and safety requirements. 

Private schools would need to disclose — to 
parents only — the qualifications of its teachers. 

Private schools would need to disclose the 
qualifications of its teachers to parents, who are 

really the ones who need to know. 
Parents of special needs children seeking a 

voucher would have to acknowledge that they 
waive their rights to the education required 

under the federal Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), and that they understand 
private schools are not required to provide the 
same services for special needs children as 

public schools. 

Private schools that accept special needs 
children will be able to innovate free from the 
restrictions of federal education laws.  They 

may choose to provided the same or different 
services for special needs children as public 

schools.  

Public schools receive some funds, although 
not the full amount, for students who transfer 
from public to private schools. This provision, 
however, expires after five years and public 

schools will lose funds. 

For students who transfer from public schools, 
most of the funds that would have been spent 
on that child will be left in the public schools to 
allocate as needed.  This not only happens at 

the time the student transfers, but for 5 years.  
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The law does not ask private schools to admit 
all students who want to attend. Private schools 

still can choose students based on academic 
ability, ability to speak English, ability to read at 

grade level. Additionally, private schools can 
reject special needs students. 

The law does not ask private schools to give up 
their role as a niche-filler by forcing them to 

adhere to public school admission standards.

Unaccountable private voucher schools do NOT 
have to hire teachers who have a college 

degree, or teachers who meet state licensing 
standards. Unaccountable voucher schools may 

hire a teacher with a criminal background. 

Private voucher schools, which are accountable 
to basic laws of supply and demand, and 

therefore accountable to parents who supply 
tuition, are still able to create their own hiring 

standards, but they must disclose teacher 
qualifications to parents.

Voucher schools do NOT have to report to the 
public the results of any annual tests of 

students, nor do the schools have to meet the 
standards established for public schools for 

student progress toward basic and higher level 
skills. 

The law does not ask private schools to give up 
their role as a niche-filler by forcing them to 
adhere to public school progress standards, 

which are generic, and allows them to pursue 
programs that parents feel are better for their 

individual children.

Private voucher schools do not have to submit 
annual budgets or report how the funds they 

receive from taxpayers are being spent. 

Private voucher schools do not have to spend 
resources on government bureaucratic 

reporting policies which would demand an 
accounting system that separates voucher 

dollars from private funded dollars.  Schools 
could concentrate on using the money to benefit 

the school instead of seeing every voucher 
student as a bookkeeping nightmare.

As passed, the law does not limit vouchers for 
those students who NEVER WOULD have 
attended public school. The law includes 

children of the age to enter kindergarten this 
year. That means that parents who NEVER 

planned to send their children to public school 
qualify for a voucher. Eventually, only those 
parents who always planned to send their 
children to private school will be the ones 

receiving vouchers. 

As passed, the law encourages parents to send 
students to private schools from the beginning 
of their education, which slows crowding in our 
already large class sizes.  Students that have 
already started their education and are in a 

public school would have a better opportunity to 
switch to private schools if they should choose.  
Hopefully, in the future, more parents will plan 

to send children to private schools from the 
beginning, and will be aided in their choice by 

the voucher program.

Information was gleaned mostly from http://www.utahnsforpublicschools.org, 
http://economicspolitics.blogspot.com/2007/09/if-you-want-more-money-per-student.html, and my 
own observations.  I have been researching this issue and only decided today (10/15/07) that I am 
for sure going to vote for referendum 1.  I need to admit  that I do find some flaws and loopholes 
that opponents are pointing out, but I also find that it appears the benefits will outweigh the 
negative consequences.  

http://www.utahnsforpublicschools.org/
http://economicspolitics.blogspot.com/2007/09/if-you-want-more-money-per-student.html
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Also, I would like to simply state that what sold me on this bill was that opponents keep referring to 
voucher private schools as “unaccountable”, and in my experience it is the public schools that are 
unaccountable to the correct authority.  School boards don't care for the students individually and 
are not sensitive to each student's needs.  Parents are.  I see the public schools as being 
accountable to the government and private schools accountable to parents.  I also think that the 
added competition of private schools will help public schools to be more sensitive to parents' 
concerns.  Please vote 'YES' for Referendum 1.
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